Hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection is one of the major human health problems worldwide. It is estimated that chronic HBV infection affects more than 350 million people globally, spreading in every continent in Asia, America, Europe, and Africa. Despite the huge number of HBV infected cases, it has not received enough attention as it should be in term of research funding and media coverage. In the past few years, significant advances have been made in molecular virology, pathogenesis and treatment of HBV infection. However, there still exist many challenges in HBV research, clinical management, and exploration of safe and effective therapies for chronic hepatitis B.
